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THE SACREDNESS OF THE SANCTUARY. 


Gen. xxvii. 17.—And he was afraid and said, how awful is this 
place! this is none other but the house of God, and this is the 
gate of heaven. 


Ecct. v. 1.—Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and 
be more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools; for they 
consider not that they do evil. 


In these two passages of scripture, we have an admirable idea of 
the feelings with which we ought to regard the house of God, and 
of the deportment which becomes us when we are within its sacred 
enclosure. 

Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God—be attentive 
and solemn, observe order and decorum. Or it may refer to the ori- 
ental custom of putting off the shoes from the feet on entering a holy 
place ; and the idea is nearly the same—the idea of the sanctity of 
the place, and the sacred deportment that becomes such a place. 
Be more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools. “Hear” is 
often put for obey. The term “sacrifice” refers to the service and 
worship of the house of God; and the epithet “fools” is here used, 
as often in the writing of the wise king of Israel, to denote all such 
as do not choose the fear of the Lord. In his judgment none are 
wise but they who have that wisdom that is from above. The 
“sacrifice of fools,” then, means a formal, external service ; a sacrifice 
of the lips and of the hands, which does not engage the heart. Noth- 
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ing but a spiritual service, the sacrifice of a warm and sincere heart 
can be pleasing in the sight of Him with whom we have to do. He 
is a spirit, and no other worship is suited to his nature. Heace 
they who come into the Sanctuary, but do not solemnly and hearily 
worship God there, are guilty of solemn mockery. They commit 
abomination under the pretext of offering service to God. “They 
consider not that they do evil.” 

But they who duly appreciate the sacredness of the Lord’s house, 
are ready to exclaim, as they enter the consecrated walls, or stand in 
the awful presence of their God, adoring, praising, confessing, or su- 
ing for mercy; or as they sit and hear the momentous truths of God 
and of heaven, How awful is this place! this is none other but the 
house of God ; this is the gate of heaven. They feel that they are 
in the audience chamber of the great Jehovah. They feel that ho- 
liness becomes his house forever. 

The attention of the reader is invited to the following thoughts 
and suggestions respecting the Sanctuary. 

1. Its sacredness. 

The very name that we have here applied to it, suggests its sane- 
tity. It is called the house of God—the Lord’s house—the place 
where prayer is wont to be made—the temple of God—the dwelling 
place of his saints—the place where his honor dwells—all which im- 
ply that it ought to be regarded as a holy place. 

The nature of the instructions that are here given, and of the ser- 
vices that are here performed, are such as to spread about it a sa- 
cred character. God and eternity—man and his immortal destiny— 
the divine law and its awful sanctions—Christ and his matchless 
love to ruined man—death—judgment—heaven—hell--are the aw- 
ful themes of discourse that constitute the instructions of this house. 
Is there nothing in the nature of these subjects that is calculated to 
solemnize the mind, and to clothe the place where they are, from 
week to week imparted, with awe? If there were nothing but the 
ordinary influence of the association of ideas, we should suppose the 
Sanctuary could never be regarded with any other feelings, than those 
of profound reverence. 

But there is every thing in the nature of the truths themselves 
that cannot but secure this, wherever they are allowed to exert their 
legitimate influence. The attentive and applying hearer of such 
truths, is continually arraigned before the Judge of all the earth. 
He here learns whence he is—what he is—and whither he is tending. 
He is here placed before a mirror that exactly reflects his own image. 
He sees all his moral beauty—all his moral deformity. 
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He is here, too, brought into the more immediate presence of the 
Deity. The infinite excellence of God—his own comparative insig- 
nificance ; the yet greater distance made by sin; the ineffable purity 
of the godhead, and his own impurity and utter worthlessness, cannot 
but constrain him to cry out, How dreadful is this place! tt is none 
other than the house of God. 

It would seem that none but the careless, the thoughtless, the de- 
cidedly irreligions—I had almost said, the infidel, could regard the 
house of God in any other light than that of a sacred and solemn 
place. 

Its services are those of prayer and praise, drawing near to God, 
inviting his special presence, confessing and craving pardon; all 
which are suited to produce the feeling that God is in the place. 
And do we—can we for a moment feel there is no peculiar sacred- 
ness in that place, where He, that is of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, and who chargest his angels with folly, designs to be pre- 
sent? Surely, the pious mind ought never—it can never, divest 
itself of that holy awe and profound reverence, which so naturally 
invests the Sanctuary. I say, so naturally invests the Sanctuary, for 
there is a feeling aside from the effusions of genuine piety, that awes 
the mind, in the place where a Deity is professedly worshipped. The 
Deity may be a false one, or it may be a false worship paid to a true 
Deity, yet the principle is every where more or less recognised. 

Go into a Roman Catholic place of worship, and you will find it 
so there. You will see no levity; (except it be among Protestant 
spectators ;) no vacant gazing; no greetings of friends, and exchange 
of compliments ; no inquiries after the news of the day; no laugh- 
ing, whispering, and talking on the ordinary business of the week. 
Each worshipper quietly enters, overawed, apparently, by the sanctity 
of the place; approaches the sacred fount, and crosses himself with 
the holy water ; kneels ; says his prayers, or repeats the lesson of the 
day ; goes through the unmeaning ceremonies of the occasion, and 
retires in the same unostentatious manner. 

His religion may be hypocritical—his faith false—his moral cha- 
racter bad, and all his services hollow and insincere, yet reason teaches 
the propriety of preserving inviolate the sanctity of God’s house. 

Or you may go into a Mohammedan mosque, and you will find 
the same stillness, and order, and awful solemnity, in that place of 
reputed worship. Each intended worshipper approaches the temple 
with a solemn air; puts off his shoes from his feet, because the ground 
on which he stands is holy. He then kneels towards the holy city, 
and repeats his prayers; then seats himself before the Moolah, or 
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priest, and, apparently, with undivided and solemn attention, listens 
to the instruction of the day. Conversation of any kind, levity, 
friendly salutations, and every thing that pertains to the common 
business or pleasure of life, are wholly shut out from the mosque, as 
altogether unsuited to the place. However vile a Mohammedan may 
be, (and his moral character is generally bad,) yet he would be shock. 
ed—his sense of propriety would revolt at any such desecration of a 
place where prayer is wontto be made. He is transacting business 
with his God, and he must, he says, be solemn. 

Or you may go into a Hindoo temple, and you will be struck with 
the same interesting fact. Vile and false as their worship is, corrupt 
as are their reputed gods, and immoral as the worshippers are, and as 
senseless as appear their services, they are all pervaded with an air of 
profound solemnity. They softly tread the ground with uncovered 
feet. Noclattering doors, or noisy footsteps, disturb the sacred still- 
ness of the place. They speak with a softened, suppressed voice. 
They bow down, they praise their gods of wood and stone. They 
deposit their offerings, and retire with the same measured solemnity. 
But, when out of sight of his god, he is the same immoral heathen 
as he was before. Ask him why he appeared solemn in the temple, 
and he will tell you, “he was then in the presence of his god, and 
how could he be otherwise?” But, as he went from his temple, he 
went out from the presence of his god. 

Christians believe they are always in the presence of their God, but 
that they are more peculiarly so when in the Sanctuary. How 
sacred, then, ought they to regard the place where they meet to in- 
voke the presence of the great Jehovah, and to negotiate on things 
that pertain to their eternal well-being. They cannot, if they feel 
as they ought, but exclaim, How dreadful is this place ! 

The tabernacle, and afterwards the temple, was regarded in this 
light, whenever the Jewish church were in a prosperous condition. 
No one might enter into the holy of holies but the High Priest, and 
he but once a year. Religion declined wherever the house of God 
was secularized and profaned. When men began to buy and sell in 
the temple—when money-changers occupied the sacred place, religion 
had degenerated into formality—the piety of the heart into the su- 
perstition of the head. 

Hence we may infer— 

2. The importance of preserving the sacredness of the Sanctuary. 

If the benefits of a place of public worship, are such as have gen- 
erally been supposed, no other argument would be required to show 
the importance of giving a high character of sanctity to the place 
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where these privileges may be enjoyed. If the Sanctuary be the 
place where are given instructions of the most momentous and 
solemn import that can occupy the mind of immortal man; if it be 
the place of prayer—the place where God invites the multitude of 
his worshippers to come before Him, giving them the most precious 
promises, that he will be with them, and bless them; if it be the 
place of God’s peculiar presence, where he will deign to draw near 
to his people, to commune with them and be gracious to them; if it 
be pre-eminently, the gate of heaven—the spot on which, in pre- 
ference to all others, God will display the riches of his grace in the 
regeneration of sinners, and the sanctification of his saints ; if it be 
the place of delight to the people of God—where God delights him- 
self to dwell, and there to make his people rejoice; if it be the place 
from which go out those principles and influences that soften the 
manners of a people, refine their sensibilities, elevate the standard of 
their morality, and make them respectable and prosperous ; if it be 
the radiating point from which goes a wholesome and virtuous pub- 
lic sentiment,——then, we need go no further to inquire whether it bea 
matter of vital importance to preserve entire the holy respect and 
profound reverence that is due to the house of God. Its importance 
is commensurate with the value of the benefits and privileges here to 
be enjoyed. 

Demolish the Sanctuary, and discard its services and instructions, 
and you have blotted out from the moral landscape every thing on 
which the eye delights to dwell. The shades of death settle down 
on that spot—the thick darkness of Paganism envelops it, when the 
light of truth, emanating from the Sanctuary, is once withdrawn. 
You need only travel through a parish, and take but a very superfi- 
cial view of the temporal condition of the people, to judge pretty ac- 
curately what influence the truths of God’s house have exerted on 
them. If they are industrious, thriving, temperate, intelligent, and 
enterprising, you may be sure they respect the things of divine reve- 
lation—revere God’s holy day, and delight to sit and hear the words 
of soberness and truth in the place where God’s honor dwells. Do 
you find the people moral, virtuous, benevolent, patriotic ? you may 
be sure they have never learned these things from Hindoo Shastras, 
or in Heathen temples. Nor have they been taught them at the feet 
of Infidelity. They are either, directly, as received from the sacred 
desk, or, indirectly, as taken second-hand from those who drew them 
from the same fountain, the principles of divine truth, as contained in 
God’s holy book. 


Would you estimate the value of what, in point of morals, you 
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gain from the public services of God’s house, you must contrast 
Christian morality with heathen morality, and the difference will give 
you some clew by which to estimate the worth of a well regulated 
and a well furnished house of worship. The ignorance, filth, and 
degradation ; the barbarism, licentiousness, and indolence ; the dis- 
honesty, falsehood, and hypocrisy of the heathen world, are but the 
legitimate results of the doctrines taught in their sacred books, and 
expounded by their priests, in the services of their temples. 

Could the infidel succeed in obliterating, as he wishes, the last 
vestige of Christianity from our land—could he demolish our 
churches, break down our pulpits, burn our bibles, arrest the streams 
of benevolence that flow out from the fountain of Christianity to 
fertilize the waste places of the earth, he would only gain the fearful 
pre-eminence of standing on the ruins of all that is lovely and ex- 
cellent in the world. Desolations would surround him. Instead of 
a holy religion that “overcometh the world,” purifieth the heart, and 
worketh by love, men would degenerate as fast as possible into some 
of the various forms of Idolatry. Infidelity and Atheism will never 
satisfy a people. Man is a religious being. Reason and conscience 
send up a united remonstrance against the efforts of all such as would 
expel a Deity from the universe. But, as a wicked heart demurs, 
and generally overrules their decisions in favor of the worship of the 
true God, a compromise is made in favor of Idolatry. Reason and 
conscience, in this, secure the abstract acknowledgment of the 
existence of a God, while a perverse heart claims the prerogative of 
elothing this Deity with a character to suit itself. Idolatry, is the 
state into which corrupt nature, if not arrested in its downward 
course, will finally settle. This is the stagnation of human depravity. 

And in proportion as you turn your back on the Sanctuary, you 
turn away from that Light, which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. You despise the only means, and oppose the only 
retrieving circumstances, that can save our world from a general 
corruption. Forsake the assembling of yourselves together—forego 
the benefits of a place of public worship, and you take the most 
effectual means in your power, to entail on your society the horrors 
of barbarism. 

What do you already find to be the manners of those who have 
taken their lessons in ethics at the tippling house, in the gambling 


room, or at the brothel? Do you find them refined and courteous, 


chaste and noble? or do you find them coarse, irritable, revengeful, 
and vulgar? Or your tavern haunters, your scoffers at evangelical 
religion; your deserters of the house of God ; your profane swearers; 
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your sabbath breakers. Are these the men to whom you look to per- 
form the offices of charity and mercy ? will they be the companions 
of your afflictions and pour into your wounded spirits the consolatory 
balm? Will they apply the broad, unflinching shoulder beneath the 
ark of the public honor, and bear iton when assailed by uncircum- 
cised hands? Can you depend on such men for support in any 
philanthropic or moral cause? And are these the men that you 
would have give character to your children, or give shape to the 
morals of your society? Where, but in the Sanctuary, would you 
select your models? Where but in the doctrines and precepts here 
taught, do you find the fundamental principles of good manners, re- 
fined sensibilities, and correct morals? And where but in these 
sacred enclosures, do a people imbibe sentiments of self-respect, and 
sentiments that command the respect of others ? 

If it be important to know God; to know ourselves; to under- 
stand our relation to the great Author and Preserver of our being; 
to be made acquainted with our mutual duties to our fellows; to know 
what we are by nature, what by sin, and what we may be by grace ; 
to study our eternal destinies,—then it is of the first importance that 
we cherish such views and feelings in regard to the Sanctuary as will 
secure the great ends for which it isestablished. If we lightly esteem 
God’s house, we shall lightly esteem his ordinances. 

There is no spot on earth where instructions so varied and com- 
prehensive, so sublime and soul-stirring, so practical and important, 
are to be received, as in the house of God. The Bible, the grand 
fountain of all truth, is the text book. Its truths are here to be 
drawn out, illustrated, and enforced. Here the bread of life is to be 
divided, and every one to receive his portion. 

Creation, Providence, and Redemption, are the three great truths 
that form the theme of discourse here. Man cannot expatiate on, 
or listen to subjects of more thrilling interest to himself. 

A place consecrated to the discussion of these momentous topics, 
must be provided, and a ministry established and supported. It is 
through (what a thoughtless world may, if they please, call) the 
foolishness of preaching, that men are to be saved. This is God’s 
constituted way of reconciling the world to himself. He has chosen 
the truth, as contained in his word, and so proclaimed and enforced 
by his ministers, as the means by which he begins, carries on, and 
finishes the redemption of the soul, and it is scarcely less true that 
he has chosen the Sanctuary as the place where he will honor the 
preached word and make it effectual to salvation. He sends help 
from the Sanctuary and strengthens his people out of Zion, . 
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It is surely commendation enough of the house of God, that itis 
the radiating point of divine knowledge—the central position where 
you may stand and receive that wisdom that cometh from above 
where you may learn what you are—what your fellow men are—ip 
what relations you stand to them—what duties you owe them— 
where you may learn what God is-—in what relation you stand to 
him——what his law is—how you have broken it, and how the breach 
may be so repaired that you may be treated at the final judgment, 
and at last rewarded, as if you were not atrangressor. But it isa 
further commendation that you may, if the constant and attentive 
occupant of your seat in the sacred place, gain large and valuable 
accessions of subordinate knowledge. Not to say a learned ministry, 
but a moderately intelligent ministry, becomes in the course of the 
year the channel of communicating to a congregation an immense 
amount of valuable knowledge on a great variety of subjects. His- 
tory, geography, the manners, customs, and usages of different nations ; 
indeed the whole circle of science and literature, incidentally and 
indirectly at least, are made to illustrate and enforce the instructions 
of the pulpit, and to enlighten the mass of mind that frequents the 
house of God. If you will look about in your community, you will 
see a vast disparity in point of intelligence between those who are, 
and those who are not the regular attentive hearers of a preached 
gospel. 

We find it to be a fact that where a people do not frequent the 
place of public worship, they suffer all the desolations of a spiritual 
death. And why should they not? ‘They will not come to the de 
pository of divine blessings ; and if left to cry, “my leanness, my 
leanness,” it is because they will not come that they may be filled. 
Their hearts grow cold ; their zeal is diminished; their minds are 
famished ; they become worldly-minded, and soon are more the vote- 
ries of mammon than the servants of the living God. The further 
they get from the Sanctuary, the further they are from their God. 

Exile yourself from the house of God, and you pursue the most 
effectual course to shut yourself out from the gracious influences of 
the Spirit, and to bid a wicked defiance to all the means of grace. 
Go search the annals of the church, and see how few you will find 
there, who, up to the time of their conversion, were habitual neglect. . 
ers of the house of God. 

Our text urges one other consideration why we should most sacredly 
preserve the honor of the Sanctuary. It is the gate of heaven. 

It is pre-eminently the preparation ground for an entrance to the 
upper Sanctuary. Here are taught the first lessons of truth as pre 
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paratory to the never-ending study of the word and works of God 
in the fields of immortality. Here do babes in Christ begin to lisp 
the first accents of praise, which eternal ages can only make perfect. 
Here begin to put forth the first germs of moral excellence, which 
must be transplanted into a finer clime, be warmed by a more conge- 
nial sun, and fanned by a celestial breeze, before they will attain their 
maturity. The church below is the nursery of the church above. 

Where, if not in his own house, will God select the subjects of his 
grace? Where, if not in the place of prayer and praise, in the place 
of the exhibition of divine truth ; in the more immediate presence 
of the divine glory, where God designs to hold converse with his 
people, invites them to draw near to him, to spread out their wants 
and make supplication, to unbosom their burdened souls and pour 
their complaints into his ear; where he will hear, and answer and 
forgive; where he will give a double portion of his spirit, and make 
known the power of his grace ;—zhere, but in such a place, may 
sinners expect to meet God propitious and ready to bless. If help 
come not from the Sanctuary, there is generally no help. They 
who have no delight where God is worshipped here below, can have 
no pleasure in the unceasing and holy services of the Temple above. 
If they cannot endure for a little time the sacredness and glory of 
this earthly tabernacle, how shall they endure the full radiance of 
heavenly glory, where in the never-ceasing presence of Jehovah, and 
where they cease not day nor night to ascribe honor and glory, and 
thanksgiving and praise to Him that sitteth on the throne and to the - 
Lamb forever ? 

Do you inquire the way to the New Jerusalem? Come to the 
Sanctuary, and here you will hear one say, “I am the way, the truth, 
and the life.” Are you doubting amidst the conflicting opinions of 
human wisdom, and do you inquire after the door? Come to the 
Sanctuary, and here you will hear one say, in accents sweet as the 
compassion of heaven, “I am the door, by me if any man enter he 
shall be saved.” Are you as stray sheep without a shepherd, wan- 
dering on the dark mountains of sin? Come to the Sanctuary-and 
hear the voice of one whose bowels yearn over you, say, “I am the 
good Shepherd: the good Shepherd giveth his life for his sheep.” 
Where Christ crucified is preached, the power of God and the wis- 
dom ‘of God, there is the gate of heaven. : 

How dreadful, then, is this place! How sacredly ought it to be 
regarded. It is none other than the house of God. It becomes, 
therefore, a matter of vast moment for us, to inquire, 

3. What is a becoming deportment in the house of God ? 
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Here I might say, in a word, it is to actas if God saw youmay 
if you were really in his presence. Realize that you have, for an _ 
hour-or two, stept out of the world—left its busy cares, its painful 
distractions, its fascinating smiles, and stept into the house of God. 
A solemn sense of a present God, is an infallible guide to a becom- 
ing deportment in his house. Were you invited to participate in the 
hospitalities of a nobleman, or a king, you could not adopt a better 
rule by which to govern your deportment there, than to act as if the 
eyes of your royal host were upon you. You would then be likely 
to act in accordance with his honor and his will, as far as you knew 
them. 

You would enter the gate of his palace duly impressed with the 
august character of the place; a solemn awe would steal over you 
as you: were about to approach the person of your sovereign, and 
to stand among his honorablemen. You would feel in honor bound 
to regard the rights and feelings of all that were present, and to 
honor the rules of the house. 

Should you see one enter the royal palace with an air of uncon- 
cern—leave the door to shut itself with a violence that should arrest 
the attention and shock the sensibilities of all that are within; and 
walk across the hall with an independent and careless, if not a haughty 
mien, that seems to recognise the presence of no one but himself. 
Should you see this same individual, as soon as the confusion and 
turmoil of entrance were passed, engage in conversation with some 
one near, and manifest a deportment that should indicate a total dis- 
regard of the host and all his guests, as well as of the rules of the 
household, would you not think such a one wholly unworthy the 
honor which he now enjoyed? Would you not say that he dishon- 
ored the house and did despite to the kindness and condescension of 
his host ? 

What then think you of the careless and indifferent, not to say 
the irreverent and profane attendant of the house of God, the earthly 
palace of the King of kings? Should you see one enter the Sanc- 
tuary as I have described, would you believe he had it in his heart 
to honor the Lord of the house, to conform to the laws of the house- 
hold, and to respect the rights and feelings of his fellow worshippers ? 
They have a right—it is their undeniable privilege, to bow undis- 
turbed, and to listen unmolested to the words of eternal life. Would 
you not rather suspect that such a one has not the fear of God before 
his eyes—that he appears in the Sanctuary for any purpose rather 
than to offer up to the Author of his being, and the giver of every 
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good and perfect gift, a sincere and spiritual worship? Such need 
not expect that they shall receive any thing of the Lord. 

The deportment that becomes the house of God, is grave, solemn, 
attentive and devout. No one may go to the house of God as a 
spectator. All are personally interested. All go (professedly) to 
meet God and to worship. All go to pray, to praise, to make melody 
in their hearts, to ponder the words of life, to hear what the Lord 
will say. Does one become your mouth, and lead in your supplica- 
tions and thanksgivings ; he prays not for himself, but as the organ 
of the congregation. He utters their words, and expresses thoughts 
and feclings for them, which they are mentally to offer up, sentence 
by sentence, as they drop from the lips of the minister. Not the 
minister alone prays, but the whole worshipping assembly should 
pray with the same degree of ardor and fixedness of attention. Do 
you say that gravity, and devotion, and zeal become the minister of 
the Sanctuary, because he directs your services? I say that the 
same gravity and holy ardor, and devotedness become the whole body 
of worshippers, because they, in like manner, are unbosoming to a 
holy God, and, as poor and miserable sinners, asking mercy at his 
hands. Were you to look abroad during the devotional part of the 
services, on many worshipping assemblies, and see the vacant stare 
of some, the irreverent posture of others, the roving eyes, and the 
generally undevotional appearance of a third class, you would sup- 
pose the minister nearly the only one who pretended to pray—that 
he alone had aught for which to praise and adore—that he alone 
had sins to confess, or mercies to crave. 

None will question, that a marked and undoubted solemnity ought 
to characterize the deportment of those who lead and direct the de- 
votions of others. I have refered to the minister—but there is an- 
other class that, next to the minister, bear a most important part in 
the performance of public worship. I mean the singers, and all who 
perform in sacred music. They, too, lead our devotions. With 
them we are to make melody in our hearts. 

It is a matter of very serious grievance, with many pious people, 
that any should be called to this solemn part of divine service, who 
are not, in the eyes of Christian charity, really pious persons. To 
have it otherwise, is, we must confess, very nearly allied to the prac- 
tice of engaging impenitent, perhaps immoral men, to lead our 
devotions in social or public prayer. Without stopping, however, to 
express an opinion on this particular point, we are very safe in saying, 
and, doubtless, may say, with the full approbation of every Chriss 
tian reader, that unfeigned gravity, and profound reverence, and an 
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undoubted devotional deportment, become all those who bear so im- 
portant and solemn a part in the worship of the Sanctuary. Next 
to the minister, the singers stand responsible to sustain the honor and 
sacred dignity of the house. 

I need not say, then, how unbecoming, how entirely misplaced, 
how revolting to every pious feeling, is all levity, or marked inatten- 
tion, or unbecoming deportment of any kind, in one that holds this 
relation to a worshipping assembly. Singers are the conductors and 
organs of a most solemn part of divine service, and when they ex- 
hibit a corresponding deportment it adds much to the sacredness and 
solemnity of the occasion. 

4. How is the Sanctuary profaned ? 

How has it come to pass, that the place of public worship has, to 
an alarming extent, ceased to be regarded with that pious awe that it 
was in the days of our fathers? It is now too much like any other 
building, common and unclean. And no one can mistake the influ- 
ence of the existing state of things. 

But you may be sure there is some sufficient cause, when a house of 
religious worship is scarcely esteemed more sacred than any secular 
building. The instinctive feeling of reverence for the Sanctuary can 
be overcome only by the habit of seeing it often perverted. Let the 
rising generation see the church used for the purposes of secular 
business, for pleasure or amusement, or for any thing short of a de- 
cidedly religious purpose, and they will soon cease to venerate it. 
And when they shall rise up to take the place of their fathers, they will 
ho more honor, as they once did, the place where prayer was wont to 
be made. 

It ought to grieve the heart of every good man, to have his church 
used for any purpose that is not decidedly religious. It is always 
undesirable, and should always be avoided if possible. 

The sacred character of the house of God is lowered down, the 
place is profaned, by meetings for business, for common instruction, or 
entertainment. 

We lose the idea of its sanctity, when we indulge in a careless 
way of entering, or assume an irreverent posture, or allow ourselves 
in the habit of inattention to the services. We lose our reverence . 
for the place, when we see others, especially if they be professors 
of religion, or only our seniors, transacting some trifling business, or 
engaged in worldly conversation, or in any way seeking their own 
pleasure in the Sanctuary. And if this be on the Sabbath, the effect 
is yet more disastrous. 


It is on this account, if on no other, exceedingly desirable that all 
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such as do not return to their homes during: the interval of divine 
worship, should be employed in a way that should altogether sustain 
the charaeter of the house. If they are seen by those who do not re- 
gard holy things—if seen by children and youth—by the children 
of the Sabbath school, who are themselves being taught the oracles 
of truth—if seen conversing on the common topics of the day, or 
whiling away an hour irksomely, will it not give an impression to 
the young mind that there is nothing, after all, very sacred in reli- 
gious things—nothing in the Sanctuary, more than in any other 
place, that commands a sacred respect; and nothing in the feelings 
and conduct of them who profess godliness that makes any radical 
difference between them and the men of the world. Bible classes, 
or small associations for mutual instruction in the word of God, or 
prayer meetings, perhaps, afford the most suitable mode of spending 
the intermission that is practicable. 

Aside from the good a church may gain to themselves by a proper 
attention to this subject, they would make a lasting and profitable im- 
pression on the mind of the rising generation, that would do more to 
bring them in contact with the truth, than any one thing. It would 
secure their attention while in the Sanctuary. 

If there be not an immediate attention to this subject—if reverence 
to the house of God be not restored to its former regard, it needs not 
a prophetic eye to foresee that scarcely a generation will pass before 
the honor of God’s house will be prostrate. 

How much reverence have the younger branches of your congte-» 
gation now for the house of God, or, to come yet nearer home, how 
much regard for the Sanctuary have the younger branches of the 
church ? they, I mean, who have, by the holy seal, been made, in an 
important sense, members of the same household? Do they—your 
children, so regard the place of the divine presence, as to give youa 
comfortable warrant that they will soon yield themselves up in love 
and obedience to the God of the upper Sanctuary? If so, let me be- 
seech you to retrace the steps by which you have led them, and stop 
and weep where you have, in any degree, contributed to rob the 
place of sacred instructions of its holy dignity, and, consequently, 
those who should above all others be profited by them, of their re- 
straining and sanctifying influences. 

If you see children and youth careless and indifferent, noisy and 
inattentive; if you see them paying little or no deference to the 
place, or to the services of the Sanctuary, you are in little danger of 
misjudging, if you suppose there must have, somewhere, been some 
gross defection in the example they have had before them. Many 
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things contribute to this melancholy result, some of which have been 
named. I shall name but one or two others. 

And the first is, the practice of separating families at church. 
The parents, and the older or more sober children, are generally 
seated in the pew below; while the younger part of the household— 
at least the more thoughtless, are allowed to choose their own com. 
panions and sit where they please in the gallery. This practice 
need only be named, and every one instantly sees how injurious to 
the peace and comfort of the minister, and to the worshipping assem- 
bly, how injurious to themselves, and how derogatory to a place of 
worship, are its consequences. 

Nothing but stern necessity, should ever induce a family to be thus 
divided; and in case of such a necessity, those members only who 
have sufficient maturity of character and sobriety, that they may 
withstand the temptations-which are, in most churches, incident toa 
seat in the gallery, should, by all means, be selected for that part of 
the house, while those whoso much require the constant vigilance of 
parents or guardians, should be where they may have it. Were an 
audience to sit by families, both above and below, it would do very 
much in the first place, to preserve the good order and solemnity 
of the house; and do more, in the second place, to secure an atten- 
tive hearing to the word preached, and a devout regard of the services. 

There is too asuitableness—it is altogether becoming, that parents 
and children, and as far as possible, the whole household, should be 
seated together. Itis an agreeable association, and not without a 
substantial benefit. For your religious profession is by households. 
Many of your duties are duties of households, and as houscholds *, 
your minister must often address you. How pleasant, then, how be- 
coming, how profitable to be represented in the house of God as you 
really are in this life, and as you wish to be in heaven. 

A moment’s reflection will convince any one, that no inconsidera- 
ble share of the evils from which few churches are exempt, is attribu- 
table to this cause. 

The other cause which I would name, as being also a fruitful 
source of the evil in question, is the habit of atiending any place 
of worship, or no place, just as inclination, or fancy, or some trivial 
circumstance dictate. In all societies where there are different de- 
nominations of worshippers, and consequently where almost every in- 
dividual may choose to what house of worship he will go, it is not 
uncommon to find many who never seem to have had any opinions, 
or to have formed any habits with regard to the place and manner 
of their worship. Hence they float on the surface, and find anchor- 
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age no where. They are equally strangers, fo see and be seen, where- 
ever they gu. They are in the worst possible state to be savingly 
or even intellectually benefitted by the instructions and services of 
the Sanctuary. For they do not go to hear, but to judge—not to 
worship, but to see others worship—not to learn what God is, and 
what he requires, and to look into their own hearts and learn what* 
they are; but they go to learn what different denominations are— 
what they do, and how they differ one from the other. Such must 
not expect to be benefitted; for they do not go for benefit, but for 
curiosity. Would they choose out some one place of worship, and 
make that their home, even were that the less perfect one, they would 
find it to be for their great gain. 

If from necessity, however, or from conscientious scruples, one 
becomes, temporarily, the attendant at another place of worship, the 
case is essentially changed. The motive is altogether different, and 
consequently the act is different. 

But what shall we say of the thoughtless indulgence of some pa- 
rents, even christian parents, in allowing their children to go, as a 
mere matter of curiosity, from one place of worship to another, not that 
they may be better instructed in the truth, but that they may see what 
is going on—that they may see the show. For they do not sup- 
pose them old enough, or if old enough, not desirous to judge of 
those denominational differences that induce different portions of the 
church to worship, as to form, according to their own peculiar views of 
propriety. They cannot take a more effectual way to distract their 
minds, to turn them away from all truth, and to make religion seem 
to consist in mere rites and forms. ; 

Go where you will, and you will find that the sacredness of the 
Sanctuary was never promoted, nay, that it has always been sadly 
impairedy by the whole class of curious hearers—by them of itching 
ears ; by all those children and youth, who, more than for any other 
reason, wander from church to church that they may break away 
from parental restraint, and enter into other folds to disturb the flock. 

5. How may the sacredness of the Sanctuary be preservedyor 
recovered when lost ? 

On this head I may not enlarge. It is needless. Remove the 
causes, and the evil will disappear. When in the house of God, de- 
mean yourself as if you realized that you were indeed in the pre- 
sence of the heart-searching God. Be grave, solemn, attentive, 
prayerful. Never, for a moment, feel yourself to be a spectator. No 
one can be more interested than you. Go to the Sanctuary for no 
ether purposes than those for which its services are appointed. Go 
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to learn the great lesson of self knowledge—of divine knowledge— 
of your future and eternal destiny—of the way of escaping eternal 
ruin, and of attaining to all the glories of the upper world. Let 
truths like these fill the mind of every one that crosses the thresh- 
hold of the house of God, and there will be no further need of 
‘homilies on the best mode of preserving its sacredness. 

Leet the Sanctuary be preserved inviolate, as I have said ; let it be 
a place exclusively devoted to the service of the Triune God ; let no 
pains be spared to impress the mind of the coming generation, as they 
rise up about you, with an idea of the sacredness of its character ; 
let it never be made a place where you may go to gratify a vain 
curiosity, or to be entertained or amused with those minor differ- 
ences, as to form, or even as to doctrine, that may obtain in 
different houses of worship, and then will the Sanctuary be regarded, 
as it should be, holy unto the Lord—as the dwelling place of the 
Most High, where he will deign to meet and bless a waiting people. 

We cannot too highly estimate the worth of a well ordered Sanc- 
tuary. There is nota more dismal sign of the present times, than the 
comparatively low estimation in which the house of God is held. 
The old fashioned idea, that it is a holy place, and that all who enter 
it must be serious, solemn, and attentive, is too much done away. I 
would not be superstitious, but I would have thrown about the place 
where prayer is wont to be made, something so impressive and 
solemnizing, that the careless child of mammon should there be made 
afraid, and be compelled to say, “ How dreadful is this place !” 

This is the place where God’s people have always delighted to be. _ 
“TI was glad,” said an ancient saint, “ when they said unto me, letus ° 
go into the house of the Lord.” “ How amiable are thy tabernacles, 
O Lord of hosts! Mysoul longeth, yea, even fainteth for the courts 
of the Lord.” “A day in thy courts is better than a thousand.” 
“Blessed are they that dwell in thy house: they will be Still praising 
thee.” Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and causest to ap- 
proach unto thee, that he may dwell in thy courts: we shall be satis- 
fied with the goodness of thy house, even of thy holy temple.” 

“ Keep thy foot, therefore, when thou goest to the house of God, 
and be more ready to hear than to give the sacrifice of fools.” 

May our delight always be in the place where God’s honor dwell- 
eth. And with a suitable apprehension of his awful presence and 
his adorable excellence, may the language of our hearts be, How 
AWFUL IS THIS PLACE! 








